CHAPTER VII
THE BATTLE OF PORT HUDSON

THE passage of Forts Jackson and St. Philip had
been lively enough for the fleet, but that of running
the batteries of Port Hudson was to prove a far more
serious undertaking. I have often said that in this
action I lived about five years in one hour.

At the beginning of the spring of 1863 Grant's and
Sherman's armies were pressing toward Vicksburg.
The farther that the Confederates fell back the more
concentrated became their forces and the more des-
perate their resistance. After Farragut had returned
down the river in the fall they had become awakened
to the weakness of the river's defences and the neces-
sity of keeping open communications with the rich
granary to the west of the Mississippi in northern
Louisiana, Arkansas, and Texas.

Their natural strongholds were Vicksburg and
Port Hudson, and these they fortified with all the
guns that could possibly be spared from other points.
They had not the facilities that the North had for
making artillery. Otherwise, by the plentiful distri-
bution of batteries on the banks of the river where
it was narrow and the current swift, the problem
for the Union fleet would have been much worsent on board the Mississippi
